Ferris Wheel Fun!
Age: 8+

Objective;

Learn all abaout Ferris Wheels, fram the first one
gver built to the tallest ever created. Then, testyour
knowledge by building one of your 0w,

Materials Needed:
- K'MEX Pars (see parts list on next page)

Discussion Point #1:

atart off by asking your child some general questions about the
Ferriz Wheel.

- Howe old is the Ferris Wheel ride?

The Fetris Wheel was desighed Dy Ametican Engineer George Fartis in
T893 fover 100 Vears olcl)

- Howy tall do you think the first Ferris Wheel wasg?

This ariginal was 264 feat high ahd had room for over 2000 peopise.
- Howe tall weas the tallest Ferris Wheel ever??

The talfest Farris Whea! avar built was 328 foat taif and was mmade In London in 1594,

Discussion Point #2:

Askoyvour child for examples of other purposes a Ferris Wheel could be used for in addition to it being
aride.
Some possible answers:

- Aoweay to stay cool on g hot day.

- Lookout tower.

- A place to watch fireswarks from.

Discussion Point #3:

Have your child discuss how they would plan a Ferris Wheel assembly at a carnival site.
Some possible answers:

- Assemble away from tall trees.
- Assemble away from Fower Lines.
- Assemble where the bestview is available.

Activity #1:

Hawe ywour child build a Ferris Wheel out of K'MEX pieces. For those who do notwant to design and
biaild from their imadginations, use the picture of a Ferris Wheel on the next page for inspirationl.
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Ferris Wheel Fun! [Continyed)

Age: 8+
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Ferris Wheel Fun! {continued)
Age: g+

Activity #2:
Hawe your child add mare pieces to one of the seats to make it larger. Hawve himfher obsere and
discuss the effect this has on the wheel in maotion and at rest.

This action will increase the weight of that seat which will send the Ferris Wheel out of halance so
that it will not turn.

Your child should then try the experiment on ather seats and obsene the results.

Activity #3:
Askoyvour child to identify the wheel and axle of the rmodel Ferris Wheel.

Zhallenge yaur child to lengthen the axle and add a second wheel with swings.

CQuestions to ask after Ferris Wheel activities are complete:
1. What makes it possible for the swings to rotate’?
Gravity pulls the swing down; the Rod can move easily in the hale in the gray connectar. This is
important so that the swings remain parallel to the ground and the passendgers do not fall out.

2. Whatis the most important rod used in the wheel?
It iz the center Rod, or axle without which, the wheel would not revolve
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